
Dr Kostas Iatrou - Director General

Dr Kostas Iatrou is a distinguished figure in global 
aviation, widely recognized for his pioneering 
initiatives, influential leadership roles, and his 
lifelong mission to make air transport more 
efficient, collaborative, and accessible to all. 
Known across the industry as a natural 
“networker,” he is admired for his ability to bring 
people together, forge strategic partnerships, and 
advance the aviation sector with passion, 
optimism, and a consistently positive agenda.

He earned his doctorate in 2004, the same year he 
launched the Hellenic Aviation Society, marking 
the beginning of a career defined by innovation 

and institution-building. In 2006, he founded ATN – Air Transport News, the first fully online B2B 
media platform dedicated to aviation. A year later, he co-authored the influential book Airline 
Choices for the Future. From 2010 Dr. Iatrou is the Associate Editor of the Journal of Air Transport 
Studies.

In 2012, he created the Air Transport Awards, establishing a globally respected institution hosted in 
iconic venues such as the Burj Al Arab, the Çırağan Palace, and Mozart’s Residence in Salzburg. 
His international influence expanded further in 2013, when he became the first Vice President of 
International Relations of the Air Transport Research Society (ATRS), achieving observer status for 
the organization at ICAO. That same year, he founded HERMES and served as its first 
administrator.

His contribution to aviation knowledge continued with major publications, including 100 Years of 
Commercial Aviation(2014) and The History of Air Transport (2021). In 2016, he was named 
Honorary Member of the Hellenic Aviation Society, and the Flight Safety Foundation 
Mediterranean honored him with the International Press Award for his contribution to European 
aviation.

In 2018, he became the first Director General of Hermes - Air Transport Organisation. Under his 
leadership, the organization published industry-wide recommendations in 2019 and secured 
observer status at ICAO Assemblies. His forward-looking vision continued to shape the sector 
through initiatives such as co-signing the creation of the International Aviation Forum (IAF) in 
2022, and leading the global IAF Declaration campaign in 2023.

Dr. Iatrou’s achievements have earned him numerous distinctions. In 2022, he received the 
Keramianakis Award from the Hellenic Aviation Society, as well as an official letter of gratitude 
from the Minister of Industry and Infrastructure Development of Kazakhstan for his support to the 
country’s civil aviation. In 2024, he was honored with a commemorative plaque celebrating 20 
years of the Hellenic Aviation Society. That same year, the Air Academy of Greece awarded him its 
Commemorative Medal of Honor for his global impact, unifying spirit, and multifaceted 
contribution to aviation.
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In December 2024, marking the 80th anniversary of the Chicago Convention, he presented the book 
Air Transport Milestones and inaugurated the Air Transport Hall of Fame, a major contribution to 
aviation heritage preservation. On 8 December 2024, he co-signed the Aviation4All Declaration, an 
initiative he personally conceived, and the Kostas Iatrou Aviation Museum was inaugurated. In May 
2025, he became a full member of the Air Academy of Greece, and in June 2025, he oversaw the 
official launch of the Air Transport Hall of Fame.

Other Activities

Beyond aviation, Dr. Iatrou has demonstrated leadership in civic, cultural, and educational fields. In 
1992, he founded the Alumni Association of Lycée Franco-Hellénique d’Athènes graduates, serving 
as its first President. From 2007 to 2010, he was an elected member of the Municipal Council of 
Ekali, finishing second in votes, and in 2009 he was appointed Vice Mayor of Ekali. During his 
tenure, the Athletic Centre of the Municipality of Ekali was built and completed under his 
supervision.

Together with his wife, Evgenia Votanopoulou, and others, he co-founded Mozarteum Hellas in 
2019, serving as its first Secretary General. For the inaugural event, they brought Mozart’s Costa 
Violin to Greece for the first time in history.

He has also had the rare honor of running as a torchbearer in five Olympic Games torch relays 
(2010, 2014, 2016, 2018, and 2024), reflecting his lifelong commitment to global cultural and 
athletic values.

He is married with Evgenia Votanopoulou and they have two children, George and Yiannis.

Personal Ethos

Dr. Iatrou believes deeply in positivity, unity, and perseverance. He is known for seeing “the glass 
half full,” viewing every situation as a challenge rather than a problem, and for striving to bring a 
smile to people’s faces. A champion of networking, he is driven by the vision of making aviation 
more efficient and accessible to everyone.

His guiding motto encapsulates his philosophy:

“You have to be a true believer in your targets in order to accomplish your goals and dreams.”
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