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EDITORIAL

Dear Hermes member

On behalf of the Board of Directors I would like to wish a Happy New Year!

2024 was a remarkable year for our organisation.

In March 2024 Hermes held its annual general meeting and signed an MoC with IFATSEA.  During the year, Hermes 
hosted networking receptions in ACI Europe Assembly held in Istanbul (with the kind sponsorship of iGA Istanbul 
Airport); in IATA WAGA held in Dubai (with the kind sponsorship of A4A) and in Chicago (4th of December) and 
Athens (7th of December) on the occasion of the 80th anniversary of ICAO with the kind sponsorship of Athens 
International Airport.

In December 2024, Hermes announced the Air Transport Hall of Fame and presented the book with the first 
50 inductees during our reception for the 80th anniversary of ICAO in Chicago. In the same event Hermes also 
presented the updated publication for the history of air transport namely “Air Transport Milestones” and signed a 
joint statement for the 80th anniversary of the signing of the Chicago Convention and the landmark Declaration 
entitled Aviation4All.

Throughout the year, Hermes continued its close collaboration with the aviation industry and stakeholders, and I 
had the pleasure to represent our organization in numerous events of our partners.

Finally, we have the honor to host an interview with the Secretary General of ICAO, Juan Carlos Salazar in this issue.

enjoy reading!

Dr Kostas Iatrou 
Director General  
Hermes - Air Transport Organisation
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January - December 2024

TOP NEWS

16/01/2024
easa proposes fIrst 
EU-widE rEgUlation 
on groUnd handling
The European Union Aviation 
Safety Agency published 
the first-ever proposal to 
regulate ground handling 
across European Union 
airports, to increase the 
safety, cybersecurity and 
consistency of all the 
actions that happen on the 
ground before and after a 
flight, delivering benefits to 
passengers and their airlines.
This Opinion, for the first time, 
proposes a regulation that 
will affect approximately 300 
000 workers in the ground 
handling industry, one of the 
largest groups of aviation 
employees. 
The regulation will also 
ensure that ground handling 
is covered by Regulation (EU) 
2022/1645 on cybersecurity.

17/01/2024
tiaCa strEngthEns CoopEration with alta with MoU
Key points of the MoU signed between TIACA and ALTA will allow the two orga-
nizations to work together: 
• to facilitate understanding on the contribution of aviation to economic and 

social development within the Latin American and Caribbean region;
•  to work collaboratively to enhance an increasingly safe air transport system 

across the region;
• to work towards educating and developing projects with governments and 

entities to achieve an efficient industry in terms of costs and operations;
•  to promote the specific needs for air cargo liberalized economic regimes 

facilitating flexible and efficient cargo services;
•  to promote safety in the supply chain addressing where possible awareness 

of the risks associated with counterfeit and noncompliant cargo; and
•  to promote sustainable solutions that enhance the role of air cargo in sup-

port of the 17 United Nations Sustainable Development goals.

22/01/2024
Iata & ICao extenD CooperatIon on stanDarDs for 
dangEroUs goods shipMEnts
The International Air Transport Association (IATA) and the International Civil Avia-
tion Organization (ICAO) have extended their long-standing cooperation on set-
ting and implementing global standards for the safe carriage of dangerous goods 
by air. An agreement to this effect was concluded at the IATA Executive Offices in 
Geneva during a visit by ICAO Secretary General Juan Carlos Salazar during which 
greater collaboration between the two organizations was discussed.

11/01/2024
aCi world wElCoMEs its first woMan Chair:  
Ms. CandaCE MCgraw, CEo of CinCinnati/northErn KEntUCKy 
InternatIonal aIrport
Ms. McGraw will chair the ACI World Governing Board  (WGB) that consists of  28 leading 
airport CEOs nominated by the regional ACI Boards, plus the Immediate Past Chair. The ACI 
WGB directs the organization through strategic discussions on key subjects for airport 
operators that reflect the concerns and interests of ACI members for the benefit of travel-
lers and communities worldwide. source:aCI



6 | HERMES • THE MAGAZINE #21 › JanuaRy – MaRcH 2025

25/01/2024
Easa to inforM air passEngErs on thE EnvironMEntal iMpaCt of 
thEir flight
As of 2025, when booking flights online, passengers will be able to see standardised information on the “carbon footprint” 
and “carbon efficiency” of flights in the European Union, along with an explanation of the result. This will be achieved via 
the Environmental Labelling Scheme, an initiative led by the European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA), which aims 
to provide passengers with trustworthy and harmonised environmental information about their flights.

January - December 2024
TOP NEWS

30/01/2024
iata rElEasEs 2024 Cargo and 
groUnd handling ManUals with 
UpdatEd indUstry standards
The International Air Transport Association 
(IATA) has completed the annual revision of 
its industry manuals for cargo and ground 
handling operations, incorporating the latest 
changes and revisions made to many of the 
underlying industry standards, as well as any 
State and operator variations. These reflect 
the sector’s ongoing commitment to further 
improving safety, introducing more sustain-
able operations, as well as enhancing the pas-
senger experience and cargo handling. In total 
more than 300 changes have been made.

01/02/2024
onEworld rEaChEs a 25-yEar MilEstonE, 
having flown nEarly ninE billion CUstoMErs 
sInCe 1999
The oneworld® alliance today celebrates 25 years of delivering 
an exceptional and seamless travel experience to its custom-
ers worldwide, with a member airline flight taking off or land-
ing somewhere in the world every six seconds, 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week
Since 1999, the alliance has flown nearly nine billion custom-
ers on its member airlines, connecting them with friends, 
loved ones and different cultures around the globe.
Launched on 01 February 1999 by its founding members Amer-
ican Airlines, British Airways, Cathay Pacific, and Qantas, the 
alliance was formed to increase connectivity and flexibility for 
passengers and to reward frequent flyer customers with spe-
cial benefits and privileges.

source: icao.int

source:oneworld

08/02/2024
inClUsion of sUstainablE aviation 
fUEl (saf) in EU’s nEt-ZEro 
indUstry aCt only thE first stEp 
in dEvEloping world lEading saf 
indUstry in EUropE
Reacting to the inclusion of SAF on the single list 
of ‘net zero technology’ under the EU Net Zero 
Industry Act with criteria for selecting strategic 
projects in those technologies, the five leading 
European aviation associations representing Eu-
rope’s airlines, airports, civil aeronautics industry 
and air navigation service providers - which are 
close partners through the DESTINATION 2050 
alliance - are calling on EU policymakers to go 
further to ensure Europe develops a world lead-
ing SAF industry that will be crucial for European 
aviation to reach net zero carbon emissions by 
2050 in line with EU climate ambitions.

source:aCI
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January - December 2024
TOP NEWS

13/02/2024
CElEbrating thE iCao air navigation CoMMission’s 75th annivErsary 
Established on 1 February 1949, the Commission is composed of nineteen members who have “suitable qualifications 
and experience in the science and practice of aeronautics”, as outlined in the Convention on International Civil Aviation 
(Chicago Convention). It considers and recommends Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs) and Procedures 
for Air Navigation Services (PANS) for adoption or approval by the ICAO Council, in technical consultation with aviation 
operators and industry, labour groups, and other non-governmental organizations. 

source:ICao

28/02/2024
iata: 2023 safEst yEar for flying by sEvEral paraMEtErs
The International Air Transport Association (IATA) released its 2023 Annual Safety Report for global aviation. Aviation 
continues to make progress on safety with several 2023 parameters showing “best-ever” results. 
There were no hull losses or fatal accidents involving passenger jet aircraft in 2023. However, there was a single fatal ac-
cident involving a turboprop aircraft, resulting in 72 fatalities. There were 37 million aircraft movements in 2023 (jet and 
turboprop), an increase of 17% on the previous year.
Report highlights include:
• The all accident rate was 0.80 per million sectors in 2023 (one accident for every 1.26 million flights), an improvement 

from 1.30 in 2022 and the lowest rate in over a decade. This rate outperformed the five-year (2019-2023) rolling aver-
age of 1.19 (an average one accident for every 880,293 flights).

• The fatality risk improved to 0.03 in 2023 from 0.11 in 2022 and 0.11 for the five years, 2019-2023. At this level of safety, 
on average a person would have to travel by air every day for 103,239 years to experience a fatal accident. 

• IATA member airlines and IATA Operational Safety Audit (IOSA) registered airlines experienced no fatal accident in 
2023. 

• A single fatal accident occurred in 2023, on a turboprop aircraft, resulting in 72 fatalities. This is reduced from five 
fatal accidents in 2022 and an improvement on the five-year average (2019-2023) which was five. 
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17/03/2024
2024 air transport awards
-ATN Individual Award: Serkan Kaptan, TAV Airports
-ATN Corporate Award: Bordeaux Airport 
- ATN International Organisation Award: ASA - Airport 
Services Association

-Alliance of the Year: SkyTeam
-Manufacturer of the Year: Embraer

-Airport of the Year: iGA Istanbul Airport 
-Airline of the Year: IndiGo
-Hermes Award: Henrik Hololei, European Commission  
- “Katerina & George Iatrou” Lifetime Achievement Award: 

Nicholas E. Calio, President and CEO, A4A
- Leader of the Year: Dr. Eng. David Ciceo, CEO, Cluj 

International Airport 

6/03/2024
singlE EUropEan sKy: dEal on bEttEr 
ManagEMEnt of EUropEan airspaCE
After a decade of negotiations MEPs and the Bel-
gian Presidency of the Council have agreed on new 
EU rules to optimise flight routes, reduce flight de-
lays and cut CO2 emissions.
A provisional agreement was reached on Wednes-
day morning between Parliament, led by rappor-
teurs Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP, Romania) and 
Bogusław Liberadzki (S&D, PL), and Council nego-
tiators on the reform of the so-called Single Euro-
pean Sky rules.

11/03/2024
EnhanCing thE Cross-bordEr 
transfErability of airCraft and 
CoMplianCE with thE CapE town 
ConvEntion 
Recognizing the importance of harmonized regulations, 
practices, and streamlined processes in the context of 
cross-border aircraft transactions, a new agreement be-
tween the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
and the Aviation Working Group (AWG) will facilitate ca-
pacity building initiatives for States, particularly in devel-
oping States, to further enhance safety and efficiency in 
these processes.

11/03/2024
iCao CoUnCil appoints sECrEtary gEnEral salaZar 
for seConD term 
Today, the 36 States on the governing Council of the International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO) appointed Juan Carlos Salazar, of Colombia, 
for a second three-year term as Secretary General.
Since Mr. Salazar’s appointment on 1 August 2021, the ICAO Secretariat 
has embarked on a broad transformation of its activities and operations, 
ushering a new era for this specialized agency of the United Nations. source:ICao

source:  
air transport  

awards

January - December 2024
TOP NEWS
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5/04/2024
iCao CoUnCil adopts nEw intErnational aviation standards and rECoMMEndEd 
praCtiCEs for rEMotEly pilotEd airCraft systEMs 
New aviation Stan-
dards and Recom-
mended Practices 
(SARPs) adopted at 
the International Civil 
Aviation Organization 
(ICAO) will enhance 
safety and accelerate 
the transformation of 
the global air naviga-
tion system, including 
the integration of Re-
motely Piloted Aircraft 
Systems (RPAS). 
The Council of ICAO approved amendments to 15 of the 19 Annexes to the Convention on International Civil Aviation, and 
approved a new “Procedure for Air Navigation Services (PANS) on Information Management” during its recently conclud-
ed 231st Session. 

31/03/2024
aCi EUropE and EtC CElEbratE Entry of 
bUlgaria and roMania into sChEngEn 
arEa starting with air and sEa bordErs
ACI EUROPE and the European Travel Commission cel-
ebrate the first stage of Romania and Bulgaria’s acces-
sion to the Schengen Area today as controls at air and 
sea borders are lifted. This momentous first step is set 
to bolster social cohesion and deepen European inte-
gration.

4/04/2024
iCao UrgEs statEs to aCCElEratE 
ratifiCation of intErnational UnrUly air 
passEngEr trEaty 
In response to the increase in incidents of unruly pas-
senger behavior on international flights being reported 
by regulators and airlines, the International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO) issued an urgent call to its Member 
States to fast-track the ratification of the 2014 Proto-
col to Amend the Convention on Offences and Certain 
Other Acts Committed on Board Aircraft (Montréal Pro-
tocol 2014 or MP14).

1/04/2024
florian gUillErMEt starts nEw rolE 
as Easa ExECUtivE dirECtor
Florian Guillermet took up his duties as Executive Di-
rector of the European Union Aviation Safety Agen-
cy (EASA) in April 2024. During his 26 years working 
in the aviation sector, Guillermet has held top-lev-
el management posts at aviation organisations in 
France and the European Union. In addition to ex-
tensive leadership experience, he has acquired pro-
found knowledge of many aviation domains, particu-
larly safety and Air Traffic Management (ATM).

source:easa

source:ICao

January - December 2024
TOP NEWS
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14/04/2024
top 10 bUsiEst airports in thE world shift with thE risE of intErnational air travEl 
DemanD
Airports Council International (ACI) World has today unveiled the highly anticipated preliminary top 10 busiest airports 
worldwide for 2023, showcasing significant shifts driven by the resurgence of international air travel.
The global total passenger forecast for 2023 stands close to 8.5 billion, reflecting a remarkable recovery of 93.8% from 
pre-pandemic levels. Notably, international traffic recovery drew nearer to that of domestic traffic, emphasizing its essen-
tial role in propelling the industry’s resurgence and expansion.

source:aCi world

January - December 2024
TOP NEWS
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23/04/2024
dirECtors gEnEral of Civil aviation froM EUropE, CEntral asia and north afriCa 
EnhanCing rEgional CoopEration 
An ICAO event resulted in closer collaboration on sustainability, resilience, and safety among European, Central Asian, and 
North African Directors General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) concluded on 23 April in Toulouse, France. The meeting, convened 
by ICAO’s European and North Atlantic (EUR/NAT) Office in Paris, provided a powerful platform for advocacy in support of air 
transport’s crucial role as a catalyst for sustainable development.

source:ICao

25/04/2024
world prEMiErE: brUssEls airlinEs and toMorrowland prEsEnt airCraft with 
aUgMEntEd rEality in nEw livEry  
Brussels Airlines and Tomorrowland proudly present “Amare”, the newest Belgian Icon. Amare represents unity for people all 
over the world. The brand-new Airbus A320neo’s livery features augmented reality, a world-first. Both partners also ramp-up 
efforts to make the Tomorrowland-flights more sustainable.

source:brussels airlines

January - December 2024
TOP NEWS
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22/05/2024
aCi world assEMbly Charts CoUrsE for 
sUstainablE aviation with thrEE KEy 
resolutIons
Today at the Airports Council International (ACI) World Annu-
al General Assembly, ACI airport members unanimously adopted 
three foundational Resolutions aimed at ensuring a safe and sus-
tainable aviation system as demand for air travel continues to in-
crease. 

aCi world resolutions:
• Safety and security at airports as fundamental enablers of 

sustainable growth
• Enabling system capacity at airports to meet future growth 
• Aviation decarbonization and airport climate action

29/05/2024
tiaCa strEngthEns CoopEration 
with aCi with MoU
The International Air Cargo Association (TIACA) 
and Airports Council International (ACI) an-
nounce the signature of an MOU aimed at 
strengthening cooperation for the benefit of 
each of the associations members and the in-
dustry.
The primary objective of the MoU is to improve 
the overall level of safety, efficiency and sus-
tainability of cargo operations within the airport 
ecosystem for the benefit of the aviation indus-
try and its related stakeholders.

7/05/2024
groUnd handling prioritiEs: safEty, global standards & sUstainability
The International Air Transport Association (IATA) highlighted three priorities for ground handling at the IATA Ground Han-
dling Conference (IGHC) which opened in Reykjavík today hosted by Icelandair: 1. Improving safety through reducing oper-
ational risk  2. Implementing global standards 3. Embedding sustainability – people, planet, and prosperity – in all activities.

8/05/2024
aCi world appoints JUstin ErbaCCi as nEw dirECtor gEnEral and CEo
Erbacci brings a wealth of experience to ACI World, having previously served as the Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of NEOM Airports and of Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA). At LAWA, before 
assuming the CEO position from 2020 to 2023, he served as Chief Operating Officer, Chief 
Innovation and Commercial Strategy Officer, and Chief Innovation and Technology Officer, 
demonstrating his versatility and commitment to innovation within the aviation industry. His 
career also includes notable roles at Star Alliance, Credit Suisse, United Airlines, Reese Mc-
Mahon LLC, Cambridge Management Consultants, and Deloitte Touche. With a proven track 
record of leadership and strategic vision, he is well-equipped to lead ACI World into its next 
phase of growth and development.

source:aCi world

6/06/2024
world’s first in-flight stUdy of 
CoMMErCial airCraft Using 100% 
sUstainablE aviation fUEl show 
signifiCant non-Co2 emIssIon 
reDuCtIons
Results from the world’s first in-flight study of the im-
pact of using 100% sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) 
on both engines of a commercial aircraft show a re-
duction in soot particles and formation of contrail ice 
crystals compared to using conventional Jet A-1 fuel. source:airbus

January - December 2024
TOP NEWS
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22/07/2025
aCi world and airbUs strEngthEn global CoopEration to dECarboniZE aviation
Airports Council International (ACI) World and Airbus have signed a coop-
eration agreement to support the industry’s efforts to reduce the environ-
mental impact of aviation.
This partnership leverages the strengths of the world’s leading aircraft 
manufacturer and the largest and most important international associa-
tion of airports to make significant progress in both decarbonizing aviation 
and mitigating aircraft noise impact.

22/07/2025
aCi world and airbUs 
strEngthEn global 
CooperatIon to 
dECarboniZE aviation
Airports Council Internation-
al (ACI) World and Airbus have 
signed a cooperation agree-
ment to support the industry’s 
efforts to reduce the environ-
mental impact of aviation.
This partnership leverages the 
strengths of the world’s lead-
ing aircraft manufacturer and 
the largest and most import-
ant international association 
of airports to make significant 
progress in both decarbonizing 
aviation and mitigating aircraft 
noise impact.

13/07/2025
iCao signs nEw agrEEMEnts with afriCan statEs to boost sUstainablE aviation 
dEvElopMEnt
The International Civil Aviation Orga-
nization (ICAO) made a significant 
step forward in enhancing aviation’s 
role as a catalyst for sustainable de-
velopment in Africa. During the AFI 
Week held in Gabon, ICAO signed 
four pivotal capacity building and im-
plementation support agreements 
with Member States, each aimed at 
strengthening their aviation sec-
tors and alignment with internation-
al standards.

27/07/2025
EUroControl and iCao: strEngthEning partnErship  
for aviation training
A new agreement was signed in Montreal by EUROCONTROL Director General Raúl 
Medina and ICAO Secretary General Juan Carlos Salazar, building on EUROCON-
TROL’s role as a Corporate Partner in the ICAO TRAINAIR Plus programme.
Globally, the aviation sector is facing a challenge to recruit and retain profession-
als. The new training course will focus on mentoring, which is one of the most effi-
cient tools for supporting anyone starting an aviation career, especially for those 
people from un-
der-represent-
ed groups. As 
mentoring helps 
people to grow in 
their chosen ca-
reers, it will make 
aviation more at-
tractive both for 
junior and mid-
dle-level profes-
sionals.

source:aCi world

source:euroControl

source:ICao

January - December 2024
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28/07/2024
aviation safEty iMprovEd dEspitE thE ChallEngEs of pandEMiC rECovEry
The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) an-
nounced to delegates during its 14th ICAO Air Navigation 
Conference underway in Montréal that aviation safety con-
tinued to improve despite the operational challenges of the 
pandemic recovery.
The Organization’s Safety Report for scheduled commercial 
air travel in 2023 shows that the fatality rate dropped to 17 
people per billion passengers in 2023, down from 50 people 
per billion passengers in 2022. 

The global accident rate decreased to 1.87 accidents per mil-
lion departures in 2023, down from 2.05 in 2022.
This occurred as passenger traffic increased to around 
4.2 billion passengers globally in 2023, up from 3.2 billion in 
2022, and flight departures increased to over 35 million in 
2023, compared to around 31 million in 2022, and represents 
progress towards the goals set forth in ICAO’s Global Avia-
tion Safety Plan.

3/09/2025
asa’s global rolE rECogniZEd by iCao

The Airport Services Association (ASA) is delighted to announce 
that it has been formally recognized by the International Civil Avi-
ation Organization (ICAO) as an international association. This 
acknowledgment was confirmed during the 232nd session of the 
ICAO Council on 10 June.
ASA has been an influential international trade body for over 25 
years, and this recognition by ICAO reinforces its role in the glob-
al aviation landscape, in particular in the field of ground handling 
services. It also formalizes the access of ASA and its members to 
the relevant ICAO meetings, providing a platform for ground han-
dlers to contribute to the development of international aviation 
standards and can be seen as a form of appreciation of the cen-
tral role ground handlers play in the overall air transport safety.

1/09/2025
sas offiCially Joins sKytEaM global airlinE allianCE

SAS has officially joined the SkyTeam 
global airline alliance today, marking a 
major milestone for the airline and ele-
vating SkyTeam’s global network to new 
heights.
SkyTeam will now serve the southern-
most and northernmost commercial air-
ports in the world.
By joining SkyTeam, SAS contributes to 
the alliance’s strategic focus on cus-
tomer experience and sustainability. 
SAS customers will also benefit from 
seamless connectivity to over 1,000 
destinations in SkyTeam’s extensive 
global network, notably opening new 
opportunities in regions such as Africa, 
Latin America, and the Caribbean.source:skyteam

January - December 2024
TOP NEWS
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19/09/2025
asia paCifiC nations CoMMit to sUstainablE aviation fUtUrE at landMarK MinistErial 
ConfErEnCE in nEw dElhi
Asia Pacific nations have committed to a 
landmark shift towards sustainable aviation, 
enhanced safety and technological innova-
tion in a unanimous declaration adopted at 
a high-level Ministerial conference in New 
Delhi. The Delhi Declaration, endorsed by 29 
countries, sets ambitious targets for the fu-
ture of air travel in one of the world’s fast-
est-growing aviation markets.
In this significant step towards shaping the 
future of aviation in the Asia Pacific region, 
Ministers and high-level officials gathered at the Second Asia Pacific Ministerial Conference on Civil Aviation in New Delhi. 
The Honorable Minister of Civil Aviation of India Shri Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu was elected Chairperson of the confer-
ence while Honorable Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation of Fiji Viliame Rogoibuli Gavoka was 
elected as Vice Chairperson.

17/10/2025
indonEsia, Malaysia, philippinEs, 
singaporE and thailand CollaboratE and 
sharE safEty data and inforMation to 
EnhanCE aviation safEty
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thai-
land will be launching a Regional Aviation Safety Data and 
Information Sharing Initiative to enhance aviation safety 
as air travel achieves full recovery from the COVID-19 pan-
demic. In a first-of-its-kind initiative in the Asia-Pacific, the 
five States will collaborate and share de-identified safety 
data and safety information to identify safety hazards and 
trends and develop mitigating measures to better manage 
safety risks. The initiative was first mooted at the inaugu-
ral Asia-Pacific Summit for Aviation Safety held in Singa-
pore in 2023. Since then, the States have worked together 
to agree on the list of safety data and information to share 
in the first instance and the principles and protocols that 
will govern data confidentiality.

24/09/2025
Iata announCes matCHmaKer platform 
for aIrlInes anD saf supplIers
The International Air Transport Association (IATA) will cre-
ate the Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) Matchmaker to 
link airlines and SAF suppliers. The development was an-
nounced at the World Sustainability Symposium (WSS) 
with an expected launch date in the first quarter of 2025.

2/10/2025
iata laUnChEs iata ConnECt: a nEw hUb 
for aviation safEty and CoMplianCE
The International Air Transport Association (IATA) has 
launched IATA Connect, creating a secure community of 
aviation safety, security, compliance and operations ex-
perts at airlines, regulatory agencies and auditors.
With an initial focus on the IATA Operational Safety Audit 
(IOSA), IATA Connect community members will be able to 
access and use the platform to securely exchange safe-
ty documentation, share information, and collaborate to 
support further improvements in aviation safety.
In addition to the IOSA Registry, IATA Connect will also 
house a secure private documentation repository with 
analytical and benchmarking capabilities. Contents of 
the document repository include IOSA audit reports, 
standards and related information, guidance materials, 
440 airline profiles, industry alerts and news sources 
which can be accessed and shared.

source:ICao

source:ICao
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18/10/2025
intErnational air travEl liability liMits sEt to inCrEasE, EnhanCing CUstoMEr 
CompensatIon 
Travelers will soon benefit from high-
er compensation limits for interna-
tional flights, with the Internation-
al Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
announcing today that the Montreal 
Convention liability limits for death, 

injury, delays, baggage and cargo is-
sues, will increase on 28 December 
2024. 
ICAO has informed the 140 States 
Parties that the limits would increase 
in line with the Convention’s built-in 

review mechanism, to adjust for in-
flation every five years. This ensures 
that passenger and cargo compen-
sation remains appropriate over 
time. This is the fourth review since 
the treaty came into force in 2003. 

5/11/2025
first MEEting of thE EUrasian Civil aviation ConfErEnCE 
(EaCaC)
On November 5, 2024, the First meeting 
of the aviation authorities of the Mem-
ber States of the Eurasian Civil Aviation 
Conference (EACAC) will take place in 
Almaty. The initiative on establishment 
of the Eurasian Civil Aviation Confer-
ence (EACAC) was first announced in 
May 2023 within the 1st Kazakhstan Avia-
tion Dialogue: “Energy Transition for Sus-
tainable Development and Transit Imple-
mentation in Central Asia”. In April 2024, 
in Toulouse (France), the EACAC project 
was presented during a meeting of the 

Directors General of Civil Aviation of the 
International Civil Aviation Organization 
(ICAO) European and North Atlantic Bu-
reau of ICAO (EURNAT-DGCA).

30/10/2025
airbUs dElivErs first a321xlr to ibEria
Spanish flag carrier Iberia has taken 
delivery of its first A321XLR, becom-
ing the launch operator of the world’s 
newest single-aisle aircraft.

The aircraft, powered by CFM LEAP-
1A engines, will be operated by Ibe-
ria on a number of regional flights 
across the airline’s European net-

work before its first transatlantic 
mission from Madrid to Boston later 
in November.

4/11/2025
Iata anD asa 
strEngthEn 
CooperatIon
The International Air Trans-
port Association (IATA) and 
the Airport Services Asso-
ciation (ASA) are strength-
ening their collaboration to 
improve ground handling 
safety and efficiency. To-
gether, the organizations 
will work to reinforce stan-
dardization, promote safe-
ty data sharing, and explore 
new approaches to en-
hance sector resilience.

source:airbus

source:eaCaC
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5/12/2025
iCao CElEbratEs 80 yEars with “safE sKiEs. sUstainablE fUtUrE” foCUs 
The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) commemorated its 80th anniversary with an Extraordinary Session 
of the Governing Council, highlighting the continued impact of the Convention on International Civil Aviation (Chicago 
Convention). 
The Council adopted a resolution which recognizes the significant contributions that ICAO has made over the eight de-
cades since the 1944 meeting and looks to the future, to shape an aviation sector that is safe, sustainable and more ac-
cessible to all. The Council resolution also celebrates the significant contributions of civil aviation to global cooperation, 
peace, and economic development. It also urges Member States to continue promoting innovation, inclusivity, and envi-
ronmental sustainability, including achieving net-zero carbon emissions by 2050.

8/12/2025
aviation indUstry UnitEs to sUpport global dEvElopMEnt by signing thE “aviation4all” 
DeClaratIon
In recognition of the 80th anniversary of ICAO and the signing of the Chicago Convention, a number of international or-
ganizations and leading aviation businesses have united to commit to a vision for an even better tomorrow.
Under the Aviation4All Declaration, an initial group of 43 organizations and businesses, jointly assert their commitment 
to the International Aviation Forum (IAF) document which addresses the most critical aspects of commercial aviation 
to ensure sustainable and prosperous growth.
Addressing topics such as; 
• Environmental commitments to “net zero”
• Enhanced inclusivity and diversity in the 

workplace
• Increased global accessibility
• Enhanced safety and security to protect 

passengers, customers, and the workforce
• Improved customer and shipper experience
• Adoption of seamless technology-based 

solutions
• Improved operational performance to mini-

mize service disruptions
• Extended reach of aviation to a greater 

percentage of the global population 
• Enhanced positive impact on society

source:Hermes

source:ICao
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19/12/2025
tUrKish airlinEs sEts gUinnEss world rECords™ titlE for thE “Most CoUntriEs flown 
to by an airlinE”
Turkish Airlines, which has held the title of flying to the 
most countries in the world since 2012, has been official-
ly recognized by Guinness World Records™ as the record 
holder. The national flag carrier has successfully achieved 
the Guinness World Records™ title for the “Most Coun-
tries Flown to by an Airline”.
The record certificate was presented at Santiago Arturo 
Merino Benítez International Airport following Turkish Air-
lines’ inaugural flight to Chile. The ceremony was attend-
ed by Turkish Airlines executives and Guinness World Re-
cords™ officials.
Based on Guinness World Records™ evaluation criteria, 
Turkish Airlines set the record with flights to 120 coun-
tries, reflecting only the active routes of the past 12 

months. Nevertheless, including temporarily suspended 
routes and today’s inaugural flight to Chile, Turkish Air-
lines’ flight network now spans 131 countries.

17/12/2025
iCao UnvEils 2026-2050 stratEgiC plan: “safE sKiEs, sUstainablE fUtUrE” 
The International Civil Aviation Or-
ganization has launched its ground-
breaking 2026-2050 Strategic Plan 
- designed to ensure a safe, secure, 
and sustainable global aviation sys-
tem that will increase connectivity, 
drive innovation, enhance safety and 
security, and shape an even more im-
pactful future for global aviation. 

Under the theme “Safe Skies, Sus-
tainable Future,” the Strategic Plan 
outlines ICAO’s vision for the next 25 
years, driven by three essential aspi-
rations:
1.  Reaching zero fatalities from avia-

tion accidents and acts of unlawful 
interference. 

2.  Achieving net-zero carbon emis-

sions by 2050 for international civil 
aviation operations.

3.  Positioning aviation as a vital part 
of a connected, accessible, inclu-
sive, and affordable global trans-
port system, fostering socio-eco-
nomic development and ensuring 
that no country is left behind.

19/12/2025
pEgasUs airlinEs ordErs Up to 200 boEing 737-10 
aIrplanes
Pegasus Airlines has signed a new order agreement with Boeing 
for 200 aircraft to further strengthen its fleet in line with its growth 
targets. The aircraft deliveries from the new order are scheduled to 
join the Pegasus fleet starting from 2028. This marks the largest 
order ever placed in the airline’s history.
Pegasus Airlines, the airline with the youngest fleet in Türkiye, and 
one of the youngest in the world, continues to expand its fleet with 
next-generation aircraft, and has made a significant investment in line with its goal of becoming a leading global player. 
Following extensive evaluations regarding aircraft requirements for 2028 and the following decade, Pegasus has signed 
an agreement with The Boeing Company for 200 Boeing 737-10 aircraft.  Under the terms of the agreement, Pegasus has 
placed a firm order for the first 100 Boeing 737-10 aircraft for delivery from 2028, with 100 additional purchasing options, 
which can be converted into firm orders in the future. The total value of the contract for 200 Boeing 737-10 aircraft is ap-
proximately 36 billion USD, based on Boeing’s publicly announced current list prices.

source:boeing

source:turkish airlines
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18 MAR

IFATSEA and Hermes sign MoC

During the 202 Hermes AGM & Leaders Forum held in Ekali on Monday 18 March, IFATSEA and Hermes – 
Air Transport Organisation, have signed a Memorandum of Cooperation.

The MoC was signed by Dr Kostas Iatrou, Director General, Hermes – Air Transport Organisation  and Theo-
dore Kyritsis, President, IFATSEA.
Theodore Kyritsis: “I am happy to formalize Hermes cooperation with IFATSEA after many years of a fruitful 
exchanges through the signature of our MoC. All these years IFATSEA has actively contributed to the recom-
mendations of our organisation a record of which can be found on http://www.ifatsea.org/”
“Hermes is  glad to cooperate with IFATSEA and also to welcome his President Theodore Kyritsis as member of 
Hermes. All these years IFATSEA has actively contributed to the recommendations of our organisation” added 
Dr Iatrou.

18 MAR

Simon Hocquard joins Hermes Board  
of Directors as its Board Member

Simon Hocquard, Director General of CANSO joined at the 2024 Hermes  
AGM the Board of Directors as its Board Member. 
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20 MAR

Hermes participates at the 2024 A4E Aviation Summit

A4E CEOs gathered in Brussels for the annual Aviation Summit. In an election year for the EU, they signed 
A4E’s commitment to Europeans and our call to action for the next European Parliament and European 

Commission to futureproof flying. 
Airlines connect millions of Europeans across the EU and with the rest of the world every year. They are essen-
tial for enabling people and goods to move freely across Europe, employ hundreds of thousands and are key 
cogs in the EU economy. 
The CEOs committed to ensuring their industry is:

-Connected
-Dependable
-Modern
-More Sustainable 
-Available to all 

Dr Kostas Iatrou, Director General represented Hermes in the summit and had the opportunity to meet with 
A4E Managing Director, Mrs Ourania Georgoutsakou.
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9 APR

Hermes Director General participates at the Aviation Conference:  
Europe’s Flight Plan to a Sustainable Future

Dr Kostas Iatrou, Director General of 
Hermes participated at the Aviation 

Conference: Europe’s Flight Plan to a 
Sustainable Future held in Brussels on 
the 9th of April 2024, organised by the 
Belgian Presidency, represented by the 
Belgian Deputy Prime Minister Georges 
Gilkinet.
Following the Aviation Conference  the 
Belgian Presidency calls on the Euro-
pean Union to take the following steps 
during the next legislature:
https://gilkinet.belgium.be/fr/avia-
tion-conference-policy-recommenda-
tions-belgian-presidency-next-legisla-
ture-promote-sustainable

20 APR

The Director General of Hermes participated in 
the Olympic torch relay

On the occasion of the Summer Olympic Games, that will be held in 
Paris from 26 July until 11 August, Dr Kostas Iatrou,  Director General 

of Hermes – Air Transport Organisation, participated in Greek section of 
the Olympic torch relay The Olympic flame was lighted on Tuesday 16 April 
in Ancient Olympia. Dr Iatrou said: “Thrilled to run as a torchbearer today for 
Paris Olympics. This is a unique experience especially for me as it was my uncle, 
Ilias Lalaounis, who designed the torch that lights the flame in Ancient Olympia. I 
would like to thank the Hellenic Olympic Committee for this honor.”
The Lighting of the Olympic flame traditionally takes place in Ancient 
Olympia and is carried out by the Hellenic Olympic Committee. Its history begins in 1936, on the occasion 
of the Olympic Games in Berlin. With the help of a concave mirror and as the ritual defines, the Lighting is 
performed by the High Priestess in the Temple of Hera (Heraion), in the archaeological site of Olympia. There, 
the priestess asks the help of the sun god Apollo to light the torch as she makes the invocation.
Who is the creator of this torch?
Ilias Lalaounis created it for Juan Antonio Samaranch on the occasion of the Olympic Games in Barcelona, 
inspired by the ribs of the columns seen in the temples of antiquity. The torch was given to Juan Antonio 
Samaranch in 1992 in a ceremony held on Filopappos Hill. The torch is inspired by the column stripes found in 
temples of the ancient classical period. Date Created: 1992. Material: Silver . – Ilias Lalaounis, Designer.
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20 MAY

Industry leaders meet with ICAO President

On the occasion of the Future Aviation Forum held in Riyadh industry leaders met with the President of the 
Council of ICAO, Salvatore Sciacchitano and discussed the ways to develop a promotion of aviation.

24 MAY

The Director General of Hermes met with  
the President of the Council of ICAO

On the occasion of the 20th anniversary of 
Hellenic Aviation Society and the official 

visit in Greece the President of the Council 
of ICAO, Salvatore Sciachitano met with the 
Director General of Hermes, Dr Kostas Iatrou.
During their meeting they had fruitful dis-
cussions especially on the celebrations for 
the 80th anniversary of ICAO. 
Dr Iatrou, Honorary Member of Hellenic 
Aviation Society, presented during the event 
the book for the anniversary of the society 
and presented the first copies to Mr  and the 
Minister of Transport of Greece, Mr Christos 
Staikouras. 



23 | HERMES • THE MAGAZINE #21 › JanuaRy – MaRcH 2025

2 JUN

Hermes hosts a reception on the occasion of IATA 80th AGM  
and World Air Transport Summit

On the occasion of the IATA 80th AGM and World Air Transport Hermes – Air Transport Organisation host-
ed a cocktail reception on Sunday 2nd June in Dubai, UAE. Sponsor of the event was Airlines for America.

18 JUN

Commemorative Medal offer of the Air Academy of Greece

The Air Academy of Greece 
offers its Commemora-

tive Medal of Honor to Dr 
Kostas Iatrou Director Gen-
eral of Hermes – Air Trans-
port Organization as a sign 
of recognition of his global 
scope and multifaceted 
work, his unifying attitude 
and his significant contri-
bution to the promotion of 
Aviation and cooperation 
between the various stake-
holders.
Lt. General, Hellenic Air 
Force (Ret) Stylianos Alex-
opoulos, Chairman of the 
Board of Air Academy of 
Greece presented the medal 
to Dr Iatrou.
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18 JUN

The Director General of Hermes meets  
with the Managing Director of A4E

On the occasion of the 2024 Summer Aviation Forum hosted by ATN – Air Transport News in Athens, Dr 
Kostas Iatrou, Director General of Hermes – Air Transport Organisation met and discussed the latest de-

velopments in air transportation with Ms. Ourania Georgoutsakou, Managing Director of A4E.

4 JUL

Hermes hosts a reception on the occasion of the 34th ACI EUROPE 
Annual Congress & General Assembly 2024

On the occasion of the 
34th ACI EUROPE 

Annual Congress & 
General Assembly 2024 
Hermes – Air Transport 
Organisation hosted a 
cocktail reception on 
Thursday 4th July in 
Istanbul.
Sponsor of the event was 
iGA Istanbul Airport.
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9 JUL

42nd Plenary (Triennial) Session (ECAC/42), Strasbourg

The Directors General of ECAC Member States, along with high-level representatives from ICAO Member 
States and various international and regional organisations, including ICAO, the European Commission, 

EASA and EUROCONTROL, convened for ECAC’s 42nd Plenary (Triennial) Session at the European Parliament 
in Strasbourg. This significant gathering brought together over 150 delegates from 47 States, organisations as 
well as industry representatives.
Chaired by ECAC President, Alessio Quaranta, the Plenary Session began with opening addresses from ICAO 
Council President, Salvatore Sciacchitano, and European Commission Director General for Transport and Mo-
bility, Magda Kopczynska. Dr Kostas Iatrou, Director General of Hermes represented the organisation.

09 OCT

ERA General Assembly 2024

The General Assembly 2024, the high-
light of the ERA calendar, took place 

in Seville, Spain on 8–10 October. ERA 
members enjoyed topical conference ses-
sions and quality networking in a vibrant 
exhibition hub plus a range of exciting 
social gatherings, allowing delegates 
to connect with colleagues from ERA’s 
membership and industry, representing 
over 170 businesses across the aviation 
ecosystem including senior leaders from 
ERA’s 54 airline members. Dr Kostas 
Iatrou, Director General represented the 
organisation.
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22 OCT

28th Annual North America/Central Europe Airport Issues Conference

The purpose of the conference held in Athens was to provide a forum for aviation officials to discuss chal-
lenges facing the industry today. The conference drawd airport and aviation industry leaders from Europe, 

and the U.S. as well as corporate, airline and government officials from the region. This unique program also 
provided excellent networking opportunities among airport and government officials and service/product 
providers. Dr Kostas Iatrou, Director General moderated the session Airline Sustainability Issues.
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06 NOV

ACI Europe & ICAO Regional Seminar on Green Airports

In Almaty, during ICAO Week in Kazakhstan, a regional seminar titled ‘Green Airports’ was held by the ICAO 
European and North Atlantic Bureau in collaboration with ACI EUROPE.

The event was attended by the Vice Minister of Transport of the Republic of Kazakhstan Talgat Lastayev, the 
Regional Director of the ICAO European and North Atlantic Office (EUR/NAT) Nicolas Rallo, Director General 
of Airports Council International Europe (ACI Europe) Olivier Jankovec, Chairwoman of the Civil Aviation Com-
mittee of the Ministry of Transport of the Republic of Kazakhstan Saltanat Tompiyeva, Director General of the 
Aviation Administration of Kazakhstan Catalin Radu, along with representatives of international civil aviation 
organizations, airports from Kazakhstan and Europe, and airlines.
Dr Kostas Iatrou, Director General of Hermes moderated the first panel entitled: Understanding Green 
Airports Initiatives: Overview of the latest work of ICAO on Climate Change mitigation, including LTAG of net 
zero carbon emissions by 2050 & Overview of ACI EUROPE – Airport Carbon Accreditation update on Net Zero 
resolution
Blandine Ferrier – Regional Officer Environment, ICAO EUR/NAT
Olivier Jankovec – Director General, ACI Europe
Evgenia Votanopoulou, President of Mozarteum Hellas and Hermes member performed at the gala dinner.
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18 NOV

56th AFRAA Annual General Assembly

The African Airlines Association (AFRAA) and concluded its 56th Annual General Assembly (AGA) in Cairo 
– Egypt. Graciously hosted by EgyptAir, the event was held under the High Patronage of the Government 

of the Arab Republic of Egypt and officiated the Honourable Minister of Civil Aviation of the Arab Republic of 
Egypt – H.E. Dr. Sameh Ahmed El Hefny, representing the Government.
The Assembly, which brought together over 600 delegates from 60 countries under the theme “Transform and 
Develop the Airline Industry in Africa”, was a melting pot of deliberations on deliberate actions, progress on 
best practices for African airlines and air transport stakeholders on strategies that will transform and develop 
the airline industry in Africa to realise its potential.
Dr Kostas Iatrou, Director General represented Hermes.



29 | HERMES • THE MAGAZINE #21 › JanuaRy – MaRcH 2025

4 DEC

Hermes hosts a reception during the ICAO’s 80th Anniversary

Hermes – Air Transport Organisation hosted on Wednesday 4 
December 2024 in Chicago a reception during the ICAO’s 80th 

Anniversary with the presence of the President of the Council of 
ICAO, the Secretary General of ICAO, the Director General of CANSO 
& Member of the Board of Hermes, the Secretary General of LACAC, 
the Director Generals of Civil Aviation Authorities of Italy, Romania 
and Uruguay and many members of the ICAO Council.
Dr Kostas Iatrou presented the published a commemorative book 
highlighting the most momentous milestones in air transport and 
entitled Air Transport Milestones.  This commemorative book, writ-
ten in partnership with the major aviation organizations, ICAO, ACI 
World, ASA, CANSO, TIACA, EUROCONTROL, A4A, AACO, AFRAA, ALTA and ERA.
During the event was launched the Air Transport Hall of Fame and was presented a book, a partnership with 
Korn Ferry and Athens International Airport, of the first 50 inductees.
ICAO organized a unique event that took place on 4 and 5 December 2024 at the Hilton Chicago Hotel, former-
ly The Stevens Hotel, where the Convention was adopted and the birthplace of the Organization. Dr Iatrou 
participated in the event.

7 DEC

Hermes hosts a reception to commemorate the 80th anniversary  
of the signing of the Convention on International Civil Aviation

7 December 2024 mark the 80th anniversary of the signing of 
the Convention on International Civil Aviation in Chicago, 

United States. For eight decades, this defining international 
agreement has served as the foundation for the development 
of the global civil aviation system to the benefit of all nations.
On this occasion Hermes – Air Transport Organisation host-
ed on Saturday 7 December 2024 in Ekali a reception with 
the presence of the Chairperson of Pegasus Airlines & VP of 
Hermes, the Director Generals of TIACA, AACO, the Director 
Generals of Civil Aviation Authorities of Greece, Guyana and 
Kazakstan, the President of Hellenic Aviation Society & Board 
Member of Hermes and many members of Hermes.
Dr Kostas Iatrou presented the published a commemorative book highlighting the most momentous mile-
stones in air transport and entitled Air Transport Milestones.  This commemorative book, written in part-
nership with the major aviation organizations, ICAO, ACI World, ASA, CANSO, TIACA, EUROCONTROL, A4A, 
AACO, AFRAA, ALTA and ERA.
During the event was presented the Air Transport Hall of Fame and was presented a book, a partnership with 
Korn Ferry and Athens International Airport, of the first 50 inductees. Hermes paid respect to the late Robert 
Deillon, first VP and Treasurer of Hermes. Finally, Henrik Hololei accepted the 2024 Hermes Award.
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8 DEC

Aviation industry unites to support global development by signing the 
“Aviation4All” declaration

Ekali, 8 December 2024: In recognition of the 80th anniversary of ICAO and the signing of the Chicago Con-
vention, a number of international organizations and leading aviation businesses have united to commit 

to a vision for an even better tomorrow.

Under the Aviation4All Declaration, an initial group of 43 organizations and businesses, jointly assert their 
commitment to the International Aviation Forum (IAF) document which addresses the most critical aspects of 
commercial aviation to ensure sustainable and prosperous growth.
Addressing topics such as; 
•	 Environmental commitments to “net zero”
•	 Enhanced inclusivity and diversity in the workplace
•	 Increased global accessibility
•	 Enhanced safety and security to protect passengers, customers, and the workforce
•	 Improved customer and shipper experience
•	 Adoption of seamless technology-based solutions
•	 Improved operational performance to minimize service disruptions
•	 Extended reach of aviation to a greater percentage of the global population 
•	 Enhanced positive impact on society
A shared vision for a brighter tomorrow, ensuring the value and benefits of commercial aviation can further 
support and enhance the development of the global community.
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8 DEC

 “We are thrilled to launch the Aviation4All declaration that unites our industry with a vision to build a better 
future for aviation and our society” stated Dr Kostas Iatrou, co-Executive Director of IAF.
“The industry is at a cross roads and needs to unite around a common vision for the future.  We are very 
pleased that more than 40 organizations are the first to sign and we urge many more to consider adding their 
support to the declaration. The louder the voice the more we will be heard” stated Mehmet Nane, Chair of the 
Board Pegasus Airlines and co-Executive Director of IAF.

Co-signatories of the Declaration are:
ACI World / ASA / CANSO / Hermes – Air Transport Organisation/ TIACA / Airlines for America / AACO / ACI 
Africa / ACI Asia Pacific & Middle East / ACI Europe / ACI Latin America Caribbean / ACI North America / AIRE 
/ AFRAA / ALTA / ERA / ATRS / IFATSEA / EACAC / Hellenic Civil Aviation Authority / Aviation Administration of 
Kazakhstan/ Romania Airports Association / Aegean Airlines / ASE Group / ATN / Athens International Airport 
/ avibright / Cluj Avram Iancu International Airport / Croatia Airlines / EMBRAER / EMBROSS / Fraport Greece 
/ GIMAS / Goldair / Hellenic Aviation Society/ Heraklion International Airport / iGA Istanbul Airport / Pegasus 
Airlines / Salzburg Airport / TAV Airports / Turkish Technology / Vienna Airport / YAAPA
About International Aviation Forum
The International Aviation Forum (IAF) is a forum of leading organisations from across all sectors of the avia-
tion community establishing a direct communication link among them to exchange ideas and thoughts as to 
positively work together on the challenges for aviation at a global level.
• IAF identifies critical challenges the industry faces and discusses collaborative ways to effectively address 

them.
• IAF enhances and supports the streamlining of member communication efforts to convey a coherent nar-

rative with emphasis on governments, industry, academia and society.
• IAF members meet regularly to identify and address current and emerging industry issues.

Aviation industry unites to support global development by signing the “Aviation4All” declaration CONT'ND
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interview

Juan Carlos 
salazar 
Secretary General of ICAO

ENHANCING 
INNOVATION  
IN AVIATION
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what are the key short 
term and longer-term 
innovations that need to 
take place in the aviation 
industry?
In the short term, we need in-
novation that will allow avia-
tion to evolve into something 
that is more safe, more secure, 
and more sustainable. That 
includes new materials, more 
fuel-efficient operations, and 

enhanced diagnostics for pre-
ventative maintenance.

In the long term we need revo-
lutionary innovation that will 
get us to zero fatalities and 
zero net CO2 emissions while 
continuing to expand connec-
tivity and affordability.

When I refer to revolutionary 
innovation, that may include 
blended-wing body aircraft, 
hydrogen powered engines, 

and new processes that lever-
age high levels of automation 
to assist humans in aviation 
operations.

however, the paths to 
near-term and long-term 
innovations are parallel, 
using some of the same 
underlying enablers.
For example, Artificial Intelli-

INTERvIEW
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INTERvIEW

gence is a disruptive technol-
ogy that may help improve the 
design of a wing in the near 
term, but in the long term, AI 
can help develop an entirely 
new aircraft design.

Moreover, innovation is key to 
the international aviation sec-
tor’s ability to attain its two 
emissions reductions goals: 
the long-term global aspira-
tional goal (LTAG) of net-zero 
carbon emissions by 2050 and 
the goal of reducing CO2  emis-
sions in international aviation 
by 5 percent by 2030 through 
the use of Sustainable Avia-
tion Fuels (SAF), Lower Car-
bon Aviation Fuels (LCAF) and 
other aviation cleaner ener-
gies, compared to zero clean-
er energy use. That second 

goal was recently adopted at 
the Third ICAO Conference on 
Aviation and Alternative Fuels 
(CAAF/3).

The series of ICAO Stocktaking 
events unlocked and show-
cased many novel technolo-
gies and solutions supporting 
these goals. ICAO is closely 
working with our aviation in-
dustry partners on this inno-
vation and its safe and effec-
tive implementation, steadily 
working to ensure that the new 
Standards and Recommended 
Practices are embracing these 
new technologies so that no 
country is left behind.

Please allow me to focus on 
the particularly pressing need 
to scale up the development 

and deployment of SAF.  As a 
drop-in fuel option, SAF ena-
bles the sector to realise sig-
nificant life cycle emissions 
reductions, without changes 
to existing infrastructure. 
Crucial innovation includes 
increasing the existing blend 
limits, approving new SAF con-
version processes, and lower-
ing SAF production costs. The 
development and commer-
cialization of synthetic SAF, 
produced using renewable 
energy, is widely regarded as 
an important longer-term in-
novation as we move ahead in 
the global energy transition.

As far as aircraft technology 
is concerned, the fleet devel-
opment of advanced tube and 
wing and other aircraft con-
cept designs can bring about 
progressive improvements in 
carbon intensity. 

In the long run, the option of 
non-drop-in fuels (hydrogen 
and battery electric) come 
into play, but they will require 
major infrastructural changes.

In the area of operations, we 
are considering both ground 
and airborne systems and 
technologies. Measures such 
as horizontal/vertical flight 
efficiencies and ground op-
erations efficiencies need to 
be adopted in the short-term. 
Others, like formation flying, 
are largely regarded as longer-
term innovations.

Having given some concrete 
examples here, I would none-
theless like to affirm that the 
aviation community's focus at 
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this time needs to be on fos-
tering and developing an inno-
vation ecosystem rather than 
trying to predict the single 
winning ticket!

How can these innovations 
be developed? specifically, 
what projects, programs 
and initiatives should be 
undertaken to develop 
these key initiatives?
The key driver to innovation is 
quite basic. It relies on a simple 
premise that the more peo-
ple there are who are trying 
to solve a problem, the sooner 
and better it will be solved. 

Accordingly, a key element is 
to try to engage as many crea-
tive minds as we can to focus 
on the evolution and the revo-
lution that we need.

The innovation revolution has 
taken care of much of the “en-
abling” part. With more and 
more people having access 
to computing power, they are 
able to develop affordable 
prototypes and access inno-
vation in financial investments 
mechanisms to crowdfund 
their ideas.

That is why ICAO has initia-
tives that are focused on the 
“engagement” aspect. We 
have delivered events in mul-
tiple formats, from gathering 
hundreds of people at our in-
novation fairs to holding doz-
ens of online webinars.

These fora go beyond the tra-
ditional attendance at ICAO 
and reach out to the youth 

(including through competi-
tions), the non aviation sec-
tors, and they touch on social 
acceptance and governance 
issues that are key to making 
sure we innovate in a respon-
sible manner.

ICAO continuously consults 
with industry stakeholders, 
monitoring and promoting 
their latest developments and 
innovations. For example, an 
ASTM task force has been con-
vened to facilitate the evalua-
tion and approvals needed for 
100% drop-in SAF. Boeing’s ec-
oDemonstrator program ap-
plies promising technologies 
in an operational environment, 
involving projects such as the 
use of sustainable wall pan-
els in the cargo hold, as well 
as fuel quality sensors com-
patible with 100% SAF. Airbus’ 
ZEROe project aims to bring 
to market the world’s first hy-
drogen commercial aircraft by 
2035, together with the eco-
system required to support it.

On the topic of specific inno-
vations, I would like to high-
light that ICAO has also adopt-
ed new methodologies to en-
sure that regulations do not 
lag behind and delay their use. 
This includes the recent pro-
cess approved by the Air Navi-
gation Commission on “Direct 
Submission,” which allows for 
more efficient development of 
global Standards in some spe-
cific instances.

Finally, let me stress that the 
future of the air transport sec-
tor will rely, more than ever, on 
data-driven policy and deci-
sion-making. 

In fact, direct access to reli-
able, accurate and compre-
hensive data is one of the key 
components for authorities 
worldwide to design flexible, 
scalable and forward-looking 
national and regional aviation 
strategies. 

ICAO has been embracing 
data innovations through vari-
ous projects and collabora-
tions and has also developed 
advanced dashboards lever-
aging big data to monitor the 
evolution of aviation data in 
the post-COVID-19 pandemic 
era.

How can these key 
innovations be funded? 
How can the capital be 
generated to fund the 
development of the 
innovations? 
Funding in innovation is con-
textual. It depends on a variety 

INTERvIEW
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of factors ranging from the or-
ganisational mandates to pri-
oritization of needs, resources 
and the dynamics of an ever-
changing future world. 

Funding mechanisms for in-
novation are diverse and the 
taxonomy of funding for in-
novation draws on a variety 
of motivating factors. These 
motivating factors range from 
the intrinsic satisfaction of in-
novation to the pursuit of eco-
nomic development. 

Thus, one needs to undertake 
a thorough analysis of the 
need, the feasibility, the fu-
ture utility to identify projects 
that are deemed sustainable 
and beneficial to stakehold-
ers. In this regard, ICAO plays 
an important role in advocacy 
and outreach. 

Following the adoption of 
LTAG, several ICAO Council 
high-level dialogues on the 
challenges and opportunities 
of aviation decarbonization 
were held. 

These dialogues involved fi-
nancial institutions, banks and 
investors, and energy com-
panies and aimed to highlight 
the sector's net-zero ambi-
tions and the role of financing 
critical to its decarbonization 
efforts. 

Plans are also underway to op-
erationalize the ‘ICAO Finvest 
Hub', which intends to match 
aviation decarbonization pro-
jects with public funding and 
private investors, including for 
the scale-up in development 

and deployment of SAF, LCAF 
and other aviation cleaner en-
ergies. 

This can be supported by the 
ongoing ICAO Assistance, Ca-
pacity-Building, and Training 
for SAF (ACT-SAF) programme, 
where the implementation 
of SAF feasibility studies and 
business implementation re-
ports can lead to the develop-
ment of SAF project propos-
als, facilitating financing and 
investment decisions. As the 
work in ACT-SAF extends to 
an ACT-LTAG programme, we 
also expect implementation 
support across technological 
and operational measures. 

These are just some of the 
judicious ways of generating 
and sustaining interest in the 
continuous supply of support-
ing funds for innovation. 

How can these innovations 
best be implemented? 
what is the role that 
your organization can 
take in enhancing the 
implementation of these 
innovations?
The implementation of inno-
vation is a fully-fledged dis-
cipline. The optimum means 
of innovation implementation 
is specific to typical require-
ments. 

ICAO is deeply invested in pro-
grams that enhance the im-
plementation of innovation in 
the aviation ecosystem. 

As a result of our mandate, 
ICAO’s role covers a wide 

range of responsibilities as 
enablers, practitioners and 
enhancers of innovation im-
plementation in aviation. To 
fulfil these multiple roles, we 
undertake a systematic and 
scientific approach that draws 
on foresight analysis, an ICAO 
Secretariat strategy on inno-
vation, and an implementation 
mechanism.

It should be emphasized that 
our implementation is open, 
participative and collabora-
tive. We work closely with all 
interested parties to share in-
formation, identify synergies, 
coordinate efforts and facili-
tate the implementation of in-
novation activities to achieve 
our objectives.

The aviation industry stands 
at an inflection point, urgently 
needing to embrace trans-
formative innovations that 
will propel it towards unpar-
alleled safety, sustainability, 
and connectivity. By cultivat-
ing an ecosystem that engag-
es diverse minds, harnesses 
disruptive technologies like 
AI and sustainable aviation 
fuels, and aligns stakehold-
ers through investment and 
supportive regulations, we 
can catalyze a renaissance 
- redefining boundaries with 
revolutionary designs, decar-
bonizing operations, and em-
bodying a bold vision of envi-
ronmental stewardship and 
operational excellence. We 
must be audacious and turn 
these concepts into reality, 
crafting a legacy that will echo 
through generations.

INTERvIEW
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strasboUrg, 9-10 JUly 2024 — The Direc-
tors General of ECAC Member States, along 

with high-level representatives from ICAO Mem-
ber States and various international and region-
al organisations, including ICAO, the European 
Commission, EASA and EUROCONTROL, con-
vened for ECAC’s 42nd Plenary (Triennial) Ses-
sion at the European Parliament in Strasbourg. 
This significant gathering brought together 
over 150 delegates from 47 States, organisa-
tions as well as industry representatives.

Chaired by ECAC President, Alessio Quaranta, 
the Plenary Session began with opening ad-
dresses from ICAO Council President, Salvatore 
Sciacchitano, and European Commission Direc-
tor General for Transport and Mobility, Magda 
Kopczynska.

The afternoon on the first day featured a debate 
session titled “Aviation at the heart of sustaina-
ble growth” consisting of two panels with senior 
figures from the European aviation sector and 
beyond. The first panel, moderated by Maksim 
Et’Hemaj, DGCA of Albania, focused on the at-
tractiveness of aviation as an industry sector, 
covering challenges in attracting new talent 
post-COVID-19, the industry’s image from en-
vironmental, political, and social perspectives, 

and strategies to make the sector more appeal-
ing to current and future workers.

Ana Mata, DGCA of Portugal, led the second 
panel debate, which addressed connectivity, 
liberalisation, and fair competition in the avia-
tion sector. Key topics discussed included the 
complexities and variances in global aviation 
markets, external threats to connectivity such 
as geopolitical situations, and the need for in-
ternational and regional efforts to encourage 
liberalisation and fair competition to sustain 
and enhance connectivity.

The Triennial Session also included statements 
from ECAC’s sister regional organisations 
(ACAO, AFCAC, LACAC), ICAO States (Japan, 
Malaysia, Republic of Korea, Singapore, and the 
United States), and EUROCONTROL. The pre-
senters emphasised the importance of global 
cooperation among States and regional civil 
aviation organisations in implementing inter-
national aviation policies, tackling global chal-
lenges, and supporting States in need.

During the meeting, delegates reviewed reports 
on ECAC’s activities since the previous triennial 
session in July 2021. The ECAC work programme 
and budget for the next three years (2025-
2027) were approved.

DIrECTOrs GENErAl AT ECAC’s 42ND PlENAry sEssION IN sTrAsbOurG
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Alessio Quaranta (Italy) was re-elected as 
ECAC president, with Damien Cazé (France) and 
Rannia Leontaridi (United Kingdom) re-elected 
as vice-presidents. Kemal Yüksel (Türkiye) was 
elected as vice-president for his first mandate. 
The Plenary Session elected new members on 
the Coordinating Committee: Koen Milis (Bel-
gium), Jelínek Zdeněk (Czechia), and Jari Pön-

tinen (Finland). The full membership of ECAC’s 
Coordinating Committee is available on the 
ECAC website.

For more information on ECAC’s 42nd Ple-
nary Session, please visit the ECAC website: 
https://www.ecac-ceac.org/events-and-meet-
ings/past-events/ecac-42

•  Hundreds of aviation professionals gathered for the annual ERA General Assembly, this year tak-
ing place in Seville, Spain.

•  Held from 8–10 October, the event welcomed more than 170 companies, including airline senior 
executives and industry suppliers from across Europe, as well as policymakers.

eRA has concluded its highly successful 2024 
General Assembly in the vibrant city of Se-

ville, bringing together leaders and key stake-
holders from the regional aviation sector for 
insightful discussions, fruitful networking and 
engaging exhibitions. In the first conference 
session, ERA airline CEOs highlighted their key 
challenges, including supply chain issues, ris-
ing costs and the economic and operational im-
pacts of environmental regulations. All speak-
ers stressed the importance of maintaining es-
sential connectivity while balancing decarboni-
sation with financial sustainability. Additionally, 
the panel discussed recruitment and retention 
challenges, with a focus on the changing ex-
pectations of younger employees and a general 
shift in values since COVID19.

Industry leaders also discussed the progress 
toward decarbonisation and the challenges as 
2030 and 2050 targets approach. Efforts in air 
traffic management and operations, while the 

need for fleet renewal and new technologies 
were emphasised. Discussions on sustainable 
aviation fuel noted challenges like scarcity and 
rising costs, as well as the need for airport infra-
structure to support many of these innovative 
solutions. An audience poll underscored the im-
portant role regional aviation plays in achieving 
net zero by 2050, with 80 per cent of the audi-
ence in agreement that ERA members will be 
the leaders of decarbonising short haul.

montserrat barriga, Director General, ERA, 
said: "This year’s ERA General Assembly marked 
another pivotal moment in the association’s on-
going mission to advocate for the vital role of 
regional aviation in connecting Europe’s com-
munities and economies. Showcasing the re-
silience and forward-thinking nature of the re-
gional aviation sector is impressive. Here in Se-
ville, we created the perfect environment for es-
sential conversations, helping us drive progress 
towards a more sustainable and efficient future. 

ErA’s GENErAl AssEmbly uNDErsCOrEs  
rEGIONAl AVIATION’s VAluE IN EurOPE

EvENTS

source: eCaC
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As one speaker said, there is great optimism for 
our sector because we serve communities and 
that will never change”

andrew Kelly, Director, ASL Airlines Ireland said: 
“The ERA General Assembly is a unique event, 
bringing together experts from airlines, OEMs 
and service providers to work together on the 
major challenges the industry faces. As an 
event, the General Assembly is inimitable and 
exceptional service that matches the require-
ments of airlines and businesses committed to 
Europe’s regional aviation sector.”

Jóhanna á bergi, CEO, Atlantic Airways said: “At-
tending the ERA General Assembly is a fantastic 
opportunity to connect with industry leaders 
and peers, fostering valuable relationships and 
collaborations. Engaging in discussions on key 
issues, such as supply chain, sustainability and 
innovation in regional aviation offers a platform 
for sharing insights and gaining inspiration. By 
addressing these critical topics, we can collec-
tively shape the future of the airline industry 
and drive meaningful change.”

maarten Koopmans, Managing Director, KLM 
Cityhopper said: “It was great to moderate the 
panel on the road to sustainable aviation. It is 
encouraging to see which steps our community 
has taken already and also that the regional air-
line community is really leading the transition. 
We are not there yet and it will be tough, but the 
leadership within our community is taking re-

sponsibility and is moving the needle. It is gives 
me confidence that we can and will create sus-
tainable aviation.”

Jasmin bajić, President and CEO, Croatia Air-
lines said: “At Croatia Airlines, we firmly believe 
that one of the key challenges in sustainable 
airline development is managing the dynamic 
growth of the industry and its impact on global 
climate change through CO2 emissions. That's 
why I was pleased to participate in the senior 
leadership panel focused on achieving our in-
dustry's sustainability targets.

Whilst the session highlighted there is much 
work to be done and many regulatory challeng-
es ahead, it also underscored the clear commit-
ment of regional aviation to sustainably serve 
Europe’s regions.”

faye Malarkey black, President and CEO, Re-
gional Airline Association said: “Our lively talk 
with ERA’s airline and airport CEOs demonstrat-
ed the essential collaboration between ERA and 
our US association RAA and its benefit to our re-
spective membership. Workforce development, 
fleet trends and capacity partnerships are im-
portant topics where we can learn from one 
another. Despite different regulators, competi-
tive landscapes and even business models, our 
organisations share important supply company 
partners. Most importantly, we share a resolute 
commitment to connecting the world with safe, 
reliable regional air service.”

EvENTS

You can read more about the event on the ERA website, see key takeaways on LinkedIn and 
download event images here. For more information, please contact Becky Warburton, Editor 
Corporate Communications, on +44 (0)1276 485582 or by email at becky.warburton@eraa.org

source: era
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AlTA AGm & AIrlINE lEADErs FOrum 2024

nassaU, oCtobEr 30, 2024 – the alta 
agM & airline leaders forum 2024 fea-

tured the panel “CEO Vision,” providing a strate-
gic analysis of the rapid transformations shap-
ing the aviation sector. Moderated by gabriela 
frias, anchor of CNN, the discussion explored 
the main challenges and trends influencing avi-
ation in Latin America and the Caribbean, with 
an emphasis on innovation and sustainability.

tracy Cooper, CEO of Bahamasair, highlighted 
the importance of expanding connections be-
tween Latin America and the Bahamas: “In the 
Bahamas, 80% of our tourists come from North 
America, while Latin America, with a larger pop-
ulation, represents only 5 to 7% of our visitors. 
We need to rethink this dynamic to strengthen 
connections with LAC.”

pedro Heilbron, CEO of Copa Airlines, com-
mented on the trends that will impact the sec-
tor in the coming years: “Regions with policies 
that attract investments and reduce taxes will 
perform better. An example is Cartagena, where 
the reduction of fees has led to rapid growth in 
traffic. This flexibility is essential for the sector, 
especially during recovery periods.”

roberto alvo, CEO of LATAM Airlines Group, 
emphasized the need to consider regional par-
ticularities: “We cannot align ourselves with the 
policies of more developed countries. We need 
to analyze our own reality and foster a specific 

path that values the characteristics of Latin 
America and the Caribbean.”

Regarding litigation, John rodgerson, CEO of 
Azul, shared a company strategy to reduce liti-
gation: “We decided to expand dialogue with 
the regions where we operate. In a single state 
in Brazil, 120,000 people sued us, so we brought 
flights there and invited everyone to the dis-
cussion table, creating a more direct connec-
tion with the community and highlighting the 
economic importance of air operations for the 
local GDP.”

Connectivity also is a priority for Avianca. “After 
the pandemic, the industry has done an incred-
ible job of becoming more efficient and also 
transporting more people with better fares. 
In our case, this year we opened more than 20 
new routes, returned to four destinations, and 
resumed operations to five others for the first 
time. Now, one of the challenges that persists in 
deepening access is the high cost of tasks and 
taxes in the region, which can account for up to 
50% of the total ticket price,” stated Frederico 
pedreira, CEO of Avianca.

The panel provided a comprehensive view of 
the decisions being made to tackle the sector's 
challenges and promote sustainable growth 
aligned with regional needs, positioning Latin 
America and the Caribbean’s aviation sector as 
resilient and innovative in a global landscape.

source: alta
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rEsulTs OF AACO 57TH AGm

DEad sEa on thE EvEning of 30 oCto-
bEr 2024 – aaCo 57th annUal gEnEral 

MEEting (agM) was held at the Dead Sea, the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 

The AGM working sessions were chaired by Eng. 
samer majali - Vice Chairman / Board Designee 
CEO of Royal Jordanian, and featured a report 
by Mr. abdul wahab teffaha - Secretary Gener-
al of AACO on the “State of the Industry”; a Trib-
ute to h.E. akbar al-baker - Advisor to H.E. the 
Prime Minister and the Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of the State of Qatar; a speech by mr. mo-
hamad rahma - Director of ICAO’s Air Transport 
Bureau commemorating the 80th Anniversary 
of Chicago Convention; a high level discussion 
during the “Arab Aviation Summit”; the launch 
of “Eco-Mission” solution; and a closed session 
for AACO member airlines where they agreed 
on administrative and strategic issues includ-
ing the adoption of the AACO Environmental 
Sustainability Strategy that mandated AACO to 
advocate for the following:

1With regards to general policies on aviation’s 
environmental sustainability, the AGM called 

upon ICAO to work on bringing varying environ-
mental regulations into a framework that en-
sures mutual recognition of environmental ben-
efits, particularly in terms of emission reduc-
tion, and avoids double counting of obligations 
and credits. The AGM also called upon states to 
take into consideration, when formulating poli-
cies on sustainability, the long-term impact on 
air transport activities and their contribution 
to economic growth and job creation. The AGM 
as well called for the exploration of potential 
production of aviation cleaner energies in the 
Arab world; for reforming and modernizing the 
infrastructure around the world and prioritizing 
technology advancements in engine and air-
frame manufacturing; and all states around the 
world to refrain from including non-CO2 emis-

sions in aviation policies until there’s enough 
scientific certaintyon their impact and ways to 
monitor and mitigate them.

 2 With regards to CORSIA, AACO AGM called 
upon states to register their local sustaina-

bility projects to be certified by ICAO Council to 
issue carbon certificates that airlines can use 
to offset their emissions under CORSIA, and to 
allocate credits of their sustainability projects 
considering the airlines’ need for those certifi-
cates to fulfill their international and national 
environmental obligations.

3 With regards to aviation cleaner energies, 
AACO AGM called upon ICAO to recognize, 

under CORSIA or any other ICAO emission re-
duction program, reduction in emissions re-
sulting from the use of SAF and LCAF that are 
mandated or required by regional or national 
regulations, without prejudice to ICAO’s stand-
ards under CORSIA. The AGM also called upon 
states to adopt incentive-based policies for the 
production and uptake of SAF/LCAF and avia-
tion cleaner energies, and suggested principles 
for any mandate or target that states opt to 
adopt, while also calling upon them to include 
their plans for such policies in the “State Action 
Plans” they submit to ICAO.

source: aaCo

EvENTS
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novEMbEr 17-19 2024, Cairo – Egypt: The 
African Airlines Association (AFRAA) and 

concluded its 56th Annual General Assembly 
(AGA) in Cairo - Egypt. Graciously hosted by 
EgyptAir, the event was held under the High Pa-
tronage of the Government of the Arab Republic 
of Egypt and officiated the Honourable Minister 
of Civil Aviation of the Arab Republic of Egypt 
- H.E. Dr. Sameh Ahmed El Hefny, representing 
the Government.

The Assembly, which brought together over 600 
delegates from 60 countries under the theme 
“Transform and Develop the Airline Industry in 
Africa”, was a melting pot of deliberations on de-
liberate actions, progress on best practices for 
African airlines and air transport stakeholders 
on strategies that will transform and develop 
the airline industry in Africa to realise its poten-
tial. Among others, the Assembly recommenda-
tions were made on the following key areas:

1. Aircraft Financing in Africa.

2. What does a sustainable African airline look 
like? How do we get there?

3. How to transform African hubs through in-
vestment, innovation and enhanced con-
nectivity.

4. Revenue management industry trends and 
best practices.

5. What the pathway to Net-Zero by 2050 look 
like for African airlines.

6. How the aviation industry can accelerate 
the journey to SAF adoption and meet grow-
ing demand to be on track for 2050 targets.

7. Progress, milestones and engagement 
strategies for gender diversity for the avia-
tion industry.

8. How African airlines can transform and de-
velop in an era of industry shifts, geopolitical 
changes, sustainability demands, techno-

logical advancements, artificial intelligence 
and new innovations.

In his welcome address, Eng. yehia Zakaria - 
Chairman of EgyptAir Holding Company and 
2024 President of AFRAA, noted that today, the 
aviation industry finds itself at a crossroads. 
He stated: “The challenges we have faced in 
recent years—whether due to global economic 
shifts, the impact of the pandemic, or rising fuel 
costs—have tested our resilience. Yet, these 
challenges have also provided us with unique 
opportunities to innovate, collaborate, and 
grow.”

He further elaborated on Egypt’s strategic 
alignment to support the development of avia-
tion. “Our country has made significant invest-
ments in infrastructure, modernizing airports 
and expanding air traffic management systems. 
In 2023 alone, Cairo International Airport expe-
rienced a 31% increase in passenger traffic, re-
flecting the growing demand for air travel in the 
region.” he added.

Eng. Zakaria urged African airlines to focus 
on collaboration and prioritise sustainability. 
“Strengthening our partnerships is essential. 
By working together, sharing resources, and 
aligning our strategies, we can enhance opera-
tional efficiency, reduce costs, and expand our 
networks. Moreover, we must prioritize sustain-
ability. The aviation industry plays a vital role in 
addressing climate change. Together, we can 
set an example for future generations, ensuring 
that air travel remains viable for years to come.” 
he said.

Mr. abdérahmane berthé, AFRAA Secretary 
General noted that in 2024, African aviation 
continued its journey of recovery and growth, 
demonstrating remarkable resilience amid 
global challenges. He stated that the industry 
has not only recovered from the disruptions 
caused by the pandemic but has also shown 

THE 56TH AFrAA ANNuAl GENErAl AssEmbly PACEs  
ON TO TrANsFOrm AND DEVElOP AFrICAN AVIATION INDusTry
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significant growth, with many African airlines 
surpassing pre-pandemic operating levels. This 
resilience is evidence of our industry's strength 
and adaptability and should reassure us all 
about its future.

He highlighted progress and AFRAA’s contribu-
tion to actions on the following pillars:

• Enhancing Connectivity - Regional Integra-
tion and SAATM

• Sustainability - Africa’s Commitment to a 
Greener Future

• Infrastructure Development - Building for 
the Future

• Collaboration - Strengthening Partnerships 
for Progress

Looking forward on the road ahead filled with 
opportunities and challenges, Mr Berthé stat-
ed: “In the coming years, we will need to focus 
on critical areas such as increasing the effi-
ciency of our operations, developing a more re-
silient and diversified aviation ecosystem, and 
continuing our work toward a more sustainable 
industry.”
"Our vision, leadership, and collaboration will 
make Africa’s air transport successful. To-
gether, we will overcome challenges and lay a 
solid foundation for remarkable future achieve-
ments.” Mr. Berthé concluded.

 

appointment of officers

The 56th AFRAA AGA elected Kenya Airways 
as the Chairman of the Executive Committee 
while LAM Mozambique was elected as first Vice 
Chairman and Tunisair as second Vice Chair-
man. The AFRAA Executive Committee has 
oversight responsibility for the Association.

 

host of the 57th aga

The 56th AFRAA AGA elected TAAG Angola as 
the President of the Association. TAAG Angola 
will host the 57th AGA in Luanda - Angola from 
30 November – 02 December 2025.

 afraa Ceos retreat

As part of the pre-AGA activities, AFRAA staged 
the second edition of the AFRAA CEOs retreat 
on 17 November 2024. The CEOs retreat is an 
initiative by the AFRAA Executive Committee 
to bring together member airline Leadership 
Teams to brainstorm on the Association’s priori-
ties, work plan, projects and specific dynamics 
of the air transport industry that will enhance 
the Association to play its critical role in the in-
dustry. The CEOs retreat made recommenda-
tions for AFRAA’s 2026-2030 Strategic plan for a 
stronger Association to champion the develop-
ment of the airline industry in Africa.  

 

new members and partners

The Association welcomed the following new 
Members that joined in 2024:

nEw MEMbErs          
• z. boskovic Air Charters Ltd - Associate 

Membership
• berniq airways May - Associate Member-

ship 
• skyward express -Associate Membership
• eCair - Associate Membership

nEw partnErs                           
• Aviation Co-ordination services (pty) ltd 

(aCs) - Associate Partnership
• visa - Full Partnership
• Knighthood global limited - Full Partner-

ship
• aI12 DmCC - Full Partnership

afraa annual awards

The 56th Annual General Assembly & Summit 
recognized by way of awards the outstanding 
performance of airlines, excellence in service 
delivery, innovation and competitiveness in air-
lines, individuals and service providers in the 
African aviation industry. The following awards 
were conferred:
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“service Provider of the year Award” to the 
Government of Angola and the Government of 
Egypt. The “Service Provider of the Year Awards” 
category recognized the 2 African Governments 
for the tremendous support to the air transport 
sector in infrastructure development, support 
to air transport sector and market liberalisation.

 “Service Provider of the Year Award” as follows:

• Airline of the year - global operations: 
Ethiopian airlines (highest net profit for 
2023)

• airline of the year – best improved results 
in terms of profit ratio: Kenya airways 
(highest improvement in profit ratio for 
2023)

• airline of the Year – Best improved in intra-
Africa connectivity: Eswatini Air (most num-
ber of new intra-Africa routes launched in 
2023)

 AFRAA congratulates the various awardees.

afraa priorities for 2025

1. Safety first

2. Connectivity and route development

3. Air Transport sustainability

4. AFRAA 2026-2030 Strategic Plan

launch of afraa route Intelligence 
portal

In cooperation with the leading African market-
ing intelligence provider - Milanamos, AFRAA 
launched a dedicated Aviation Route Intelli-
gence Portal to provide its members key avia-
tion data and analytical reports. The AFRAA 

Route Intelligence Portal is a gateway to gain 
successful market insights to airlines to expand 
their networks globally and compete efficiently. 
The key insights gained through the portal in-
clude:

• Traffic demand analysis on routes
• revenue forecast analysis per route
• airlines’ opportunities for beyond connec-

tions
• potential route partnership analysis
• Insights on new partnership opportunities
• Insights on underserved markets

  Csr youth outreach event on 20 
november

AFRAA, the African Section of the Ninety-Nines 
International Organisation of Women Pilots and 
EgyptAir proudly collaborated to stage a youth 
outreach programme on 20th November 2024 in 
Cairo – Egypt. Held under the high patronage of 
the Ministry of Civil Aviation of Egypt and hosted 
at EgyptAir, this exciting event was organized as 
an initiative to promote aviation to youth, offer 
exposure to aviation and inspire them to various 
careers in aviation.

The event was staged under the theme: “Trans-
forming Skies, Developing Leaders”. Fifty stu-
dents benefited from the aviation career 
talks and have the unique opportunity to visit 
EgyptAir’s facilities, where they explored vari-
ous departments, including EgyptAir Museum, 
maintenance, and the academy. The students 
also experienced flying first hand, saw flight 
simulators, and took part in an emergency 
course on essential first aid

source: afraa

EvENTS



46 | HERMES • THE MAGAZINE #21 › JANUARY – MARCH 2025

CHICAGO & MONTRÉAL, 10 DECEMBER 2024 
– THE INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION 

ORGANIZATION (ICAO) COMMEMORATED ITS 
80TH ANNIVERSARY with an Extraordinary Ses-
sion of the Governing Council, highlighting the 
continued impact of the Convention on Interna-
tional Civil Aviation (Chicago Convention). 

The Chicago Convention, a key international 
agreement signed on 7 December 1944, has 
shaped global civil aviation to the benefit of all 
peoples and nations of the world.

The meeting of the 36 members of the ICAO 
Council took place on 5 December in the same 
room of the Chicago Hilton (formerly Stevens 
Hotel) where the 1944 diplomatic conference 
was held.

The Council adopted a resolution which recog-
nizes the significant contributions that ICAO 
has made over the eight decades since the 
1944 meeting and looks to the future, to shape 
an aviation sector that is safe, sustainable and 
more accessible to all. The Council resolution 
also celebrates the significant contributions of 
civil aviation to global cooperation, peace, and 
economic development. It also urges Member 
States to continue promoting innovation, in-
clusivity, and environmental sustainability, in-
cluding achieving net-zero carbon emissions by 
2050.

The full resolution is available here.
In a written message to the Council, United 
Nations Secretary-General António Guterres 
commended ICAO's leadership in environmen-
tal sustainability. He praised ICAO's new Long-
Term Strategic Plan for its alignment with the 
UN's 2030 Agenda, particularly highlighting its 
focus on concrete emissions reduction, envi-
ronmental protection, and capacity building 
through the "No Country Left Behind" initiative. 
The Secretary-General expressed strong sup-
port for ICAO's commitment to achieve net-zero 
carbon dioxide emissions by 2050.

The commemorative events began on 4 De-
cember with a welcome reception featuring 
remarks from Mr. Pete Buttigieg, United States 
Secretary of Transportation. The event brought 
together representatives from the ICAO Coun-
cil and high-level delegates from ICAO Member 
States, including 10 Ministers and 50 Directors 
General of Civil Aviation.

On 5 December, the ICAO Council held its his-
toric Extraordinary Council session, where ICAO 
President Salvatore Sciacchitano told dele-
gates that the 1944 Chicago conference was a 
remarkable moment in human history.

“Eighty years ago, as the Second World War still 
raged, 54 States came together in this very city 
to imagine a different future – one where avia-

ICAO'S 80TH ANNIVERSARY

EVENTS
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tion would serve as a bridge between nations 
rather than an instrument of conflict,” he ex-
pressed. 

“Those delegates in 1944 could not have im-
agined the scale and complexity of today’s 
aviation system. Yet they created a framework 
flexible enough to accommodate technolo-
gies they could never have dreamed of, and ro-
bust enough to guide aviation’s development 
through decades of unprecedented change.”

ICAO Secretary General Juan Carlos salazar 
remarked that the theme of the anniversary 
- “Safe Skies. Sustainable Future” - reflected 
ICAO’s long-standing aspirations and dedica-
tion to achieving zero fatalities and net zero 
carbon emissions. 

“We commit to ensuring every flight is safe and 
secure – building on our remarkable safety and 
security record while adapting to new technolo-
gies and emerging risks and threats. We pledge 
to achieve net-zero carbon emissions by 2050 
– evolving aviation from a contributor to climate 
change into a leader in sustainable transport.”

“Like the visionaries who gathered in this room 
80 years ago, we face many challenges and op-
portunities. Today, we must transform aviation 
again – making it efficient and accessible, sus-
tainable and inclusive.”

Industry stakeholders concluded the Extraordi-
nary Council session by presenting a joint decla-
ration celebrating eighty years of collaboration, 
progress and innovation since the establish-
ment of ICAO and pledging the sector’s ongoing 
support to ICAO’s long term strategic vision.

The afternoon of 5 December featured three 
high-level roundtables addressing key themes 
in aviation: "Economic growth, social develop-
ment and environmental sustainability – how 
aviation can propel the UN Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals," "The role of innovation in un-
locking a sustainable future," and "Building 
the future of aviation: overcoming challenges, 
securing investment, and achieving sustain-
ability." These discussions further emphasized 
the importance of cross-sector cooperation to 
drive change and ensure a sustainable future 
for aviation.

source: ICao
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statistics
ECONOMIC DEvELOPMENT
JAN 2024: Air Transport Monthly Monitor
World Results and Analyses. Total scheduled services 
(Domestic and international)

Type ASK RPK Departure_Total Departure_All	Cargo FTK Active	fleet_PAX Active	fleet_All	Cargo
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ECONOMIC DEvELOPMENT
FEB 2024: Air Transport Monthly Monitor
World Results and Analyses. Total scheduled services 
(Domestic and international)

STATISTIcS

Type ASK RPK FTK Departure_Total Departure_All	Cargo Active	fleet_Passenger Active	fleet_All	Cargo

Jan	2024	vs.	Jan	2019 ▼	-6.2%▼	-17.3%▼	-7.8%▼	-2.5%▼	-2.6% ▲	0.2%▲	0.6%
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Total	RPK	by	Region	of	Departure
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		January	2024	to	March	2024	data	is	estimated	using	AI	and	machine	learning	algorithms.

	Others
-	January	2024	to	March	2024	data	is	estimated	using	AI	and	machine	learning	algorithms.

-	Actual	RPK	and	FTK	data	will	replace	the	estimate	after	a	lag	of	2	months.

-	Route	groups	are	defined	by	the	ICAO	Aviation	Data	and	Analysis	Panel	(ADAP)	and	used	for	the	ICAO	Long-Term	Traffic	Forecasts	(40	international	and	10	domestic	route	groups).

-	For	further	information	and	customization	needs,	contact	the	Aviation	Data	and	Analysis	section	at	ada@icao.int

Monthly	Monitor	–	February	2024
Data	source:	ICAO	and	ADS-B	Flightaware
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(*)	Used	acronyms:
		-	ASK:	Available	Seat	Kilometres
		-	RPK:	Revenue	Passenger	Kilometres
		-	AFTK:	Available	Freighter	Tonne	Kilometres

		-	FTK:	Freighter	Tonne	Kilometres
		-	INT:	International
		-	FIR:	Flight	Information	Region
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STATISTIcS

ECONOMIC DEvELOPMENT
MAR 2024: Air Transport Monthly Monitor
World Results and Analyses. Total scheduled services 
(Domestic and international)

Type ASK RPK FTK Departure_Total Departure_All	Cargo Active	fleet_Passenger Active	fleet_All	Cargo

Feb	2024	vs.	Feb	2019
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▼	-5.3%

▼	-2.5%

▼	-2.4%▼	-0.8%▼	-0.5%

▲	6.9%▲	0.8%▲	2.0%
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Total	RPK	by	Region	of	Departure
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		March	2024	to	May	2024	data	is	estimated	using	AI	and	machine	learning	algorithms.

	Others
-	March	2024	to	May	2024	data	is	estimated	using	AI	and	machine	learning	algorithms.

-	Actual	RPK	and	FTK	data	will	replace	the	estimate	after	a	lag	of	2	months.

-	Route	groups	are	defined	by	the	ICAO	Aviation	Data	and	Analysis	Panel	(ADAP)	and	used	for	the	ICAO	Long-Term	Traffic	Forecasts	(40	international	and	10	domestic	route	groups).

-	For	further	information	and	customization	needs,	contact	the	Aviation	Data	and	Analysis	section	at	ada@icao.int

Monthly	Monitor	–	March	2024
Data	source:	ICAO	and	ADS-B	Flightaware
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(*)	Used	acronyms:
		-	ASK:	Available	Seat	Kilometres
		-	RPK:	Revenue	Passenger	Kilometres
		-	AFTK:	Available	Freighter	Tonne	Kilometres

		-	FTK:	Freighter	Tonne	Kilometres
		-	INT:	International
		-	FIR:	Flight	Information	Region

Contact	Us
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STATISTIcS

ECONOMIC DEvELOPMENT
APR 2024: Air Transport Monthly Monitor
World Results and Analyses. Total scheduled services 
(Domestic and international)

Type ASK RPK FTK Departure_Total Departure_All	Cargo Active	fleet_Passenger Active	fleet_All	Cargo

Mar	2024	vs.	Mar	2019

Jan	-	Mar	2024	vs.	Jan	-	Mar	2019

▼	-21.5%▼	-2.7%▼	-0.8% ▲	0.6%▲	6.9%▲	1.2%▲	3.0%

▼	-4.5%▼	-21.4%▼	-3.8%▼	-0.5%▼	-1.5%▼	-0.8% ▲	1.0%
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	April	2024	to	July	2024	data	is	estimated	using	AI	and	machine	learning	algorithms.

	Others
-	April	2024	to	July	2024	data	is	estimated	using	AI	and	machine	learning	algorithms.

-	Actual	RPK	and	FTK	data	will	replace	the	estimate	after	a	lag	of	2	months.

-	Route	groups	are	defined	by	the	ICAO	Aviation	Data	and	Analysis	Panel	(ADAP)	and	used	for	the	ICAO	Long-Term	Traffic	Forecasts	(40	international	and	10	domestic	route	groups).

-	For	further	information	and	customization	needs,	contact	the	Aviation	Data	and	Analysis	section	at	ada@icao.int

Monthly	Monitor	–	April	2024
Data	source:	ICAO	and	ADS-B	Flightaware
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(*)	Used	acronyms:
		-	ASK:	Available	Seat	Kilometres
		-	RPK:	Revenue	Passenger	Kilometres
		-	AFTK:	Available	Freighter	Tonne	Kilometres

		-	FTK:	Freighter	Tonne	Kilometres
		-	INT:	International
		-	FIR:	Flight	Information	Region

Contact	Us
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ECONOMIC DEvELOPMENT
MAY 2024: Air Transport Monthly Monitor
World Results and Analyses. Total scheduled services 
(Domestic and international)
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	May	2024	to	July	2024	data	is	estimated	using	AI	and	machine	learning	algorithms.

	Others
-	May	2024	to	July	2024	data	is	estimated	using	AI	and	machine	learning	algorithms.

-	Actual	RPK	and	FTK	data	will	replace	the	estimate	after	a	lag	of	2	months.

-	Route	groups	are	defined	by	the	ICAO	Aviation	Data	and	Analysis	Panel	(ADAP)	and	used	for	the	ICAO	Long-Term	Traffic	Forecasts	(40	international	and	10	domestic	route	groups).

-	For	further	information	and	customization	needs,	contact	the	Aviation	Data	and	Analysis	section	at	ada@icao.int

Monthly	Monitor	–	May	2024
Data	source:	ICAO	and	ADS-B	Flightaware
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STATISTIcS

ECONOMIC DEvELOPMENT
JUN 2024: Air Transport Monthly Monitor
World Results and Analyses. Total scheduled services 
(Domestic and international)

Type ASK RPK FTK Departure_Total Departure_All	Cargo Active	fleet_Passenger Active	fleet_All	Cargo
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Total	RPK	by	Region	of	Departure
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	June	2024	to	August	2024	data	is	estimated	using	AI	and	machine	learning	algorithms.

	Others
-	June	2024	to	August	2024	data	is	estimated	using	AI	and	machine	learning	algorithms.

-	Actual	RPK	and	FTK	data	will	replace	the	estimate	after	a	lag	of	2	months.

-	Route	groups	are	defined	by	the	ICAO	Aviation	Data	and	Analysis	Panel	(ADAP)	and	used	for	the	ICAO	Long-Term	Traffic	Forecasts	(40	international	and	10	domestic	route	groups).

-	For	further	information	and	customization	needs,	contact	the	Aviation	Data	and	Analysis	section	at	ada@icao.int

Monthly	Monitor	–	June	2024
Data	source:	ICAO	and	ADS-B	Flightaware
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		-	AFTK:	Available	Freighter	Tonne	Kilometres

		-	FTK:	Freighter	Tonne	Kilometres
		-	INT:	International
		-	FIR:	Flight	Information	Region
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STATISTIcS

ECONOMIC DEvELOPMENT
JUL 2024: Air Transport Monthly Monitor
World Results and Analyses. Total scheduled services 
(Domestic and international)

Type ASK RPK FTK Departure_Total Departure_All	Cargo Active	fleet_Passenger Active	fleet_All	Cargo
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Total	RPK	by	Region	of	Departure
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	July	2024	to	October	2024	data	is	estimated	using	AI	and	machine	learning	algorithms.

	Others
-	July	2024	to	October	2024	data	is	estimated	using	AI	and	machine	learning	algorithms.

-	Actual	RPK	and	FTK	data	will	replace	the	estimate	after	a	lag	of	2	months.

-	Route	groups	are	defined	by	the	ICAO	Aviation	Data	and	Analysis	Panel	(ADAP)	and	used	for	the	ICAO	Long-Term	Traffic	Forecasts	(40	international	and	10	domestic	route	groups).

-	For	further	information	and	customization	needs,	contact	the	Aviation	Data	and	Analysis	section	at	ada@icao.int

Monthly	Monitor	–	July	2024
Data	source:	ICAO	and	ADS-B	Flightaware
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		-	ASK:	Available	Seat	Kilometres
		-	RPK:	Revenue	Passenger	Kilometres
		-	AFTK:	Available	Freighter	Tonne	Kilometres

		-	FTK:	Freighter	Tonne	Kilometres
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		-	FIR:	Flight	Information	Region
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STATISTIcS

ECONOMIC DEvELOPMENT
AUG 2024: Air Transport Monthly Monitor
World Results and Analyses. Total scheduled services 
(Domestic and international)

Type ASK RPK FTK Departure_Total Departure_All	Cargo Active	fleet_Passenger Active	fleet_All	Cargo
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Total	RPK	by	Region	of	Departure
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Passenger	Traffic Cargo	Traffic

	August	2024	to	October	2024	data	is	estimated	using	AI	and	machine	learning	algorithms.

	Others
-	August	2024	to	October	2024	data	is	estimated	using	AI	and	machine	learning	algorithms.

-	Actual	RPK	and	FTK	data	will	replace	the	estimate	after	a	lag	of	2	months.

-	Route	groups	are	defined	by	the	ICAO	Aviation	Data	and	Analysis	Panel	(ADAP)	and	used	for	the	ICAO	Long-Term	Traffic	Forecasts	(40	international	and	10	domestic	route	groups).

-	For	further	information	and	customization	needs,	contact	the	Aviation	Data	and	Analysis	section	at	ada@icao.int

Monthly	Monitor	–	August	2024
Data	source:	ICAO	and	ADS-B	Flightaware
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(*)	Used	acronyms:
		-	ASK:	Available	Seat	Kilometres
		-	RPK:	Revenue	Passenger	Kilometres
		-	AFTK:	Available	Freighter	Tonne	Kilometres

		-	FTK:	Freighter	Tonne	Kilometres
		-	INT:	International
		-	FIR:	Flight	Information	Region
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STATISTIcS

ECONOMIC DEvELOPMENT
SEP 2024: Air Transport Monthly Monitor
World Results and Analyses. Total scheduled services 
(Domestic and international)

Type ASK RPK FTK Departure_Total Departure_All	Cargo Active	fleet_Passenger Active	fleet_All	Cargo

August	2024	vs.	August	2019

Jan	-	Aug	2024	vs.	Jan	-	Aug	2019 ▼	-4.7%

▼	-1.2%
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▼	-1.8%
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▼	-4.2%
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▼	-27.1%

▲	11.1%
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▲	1.0%

▲	3.1%

▲	1.6%
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Total	RPK	by	Region	of	Departure
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	September	2024	to	November	2024	data	is	estimated	using	AI	and	machine	learning	algorithms.

	Others
-	September	2024	to	November	2024	data	is	estimated	using	AI	and	machine	learning	algorithms.

-	Actual	RPK	and	FTK	data	will	replace	the	estimate	after	a	lag	of	2	months.

-	Route	groups	are	defined	by	the	ICAO	Aviation	Data	and	Analysis	Panel	(ADAP)	and	used	for	the	ICAO	Long-Term	Traffic	Forecasts	(40	international	and	10	domestic	route	groups).

-	For	further	information	and	customization	needs,	contact	the	Aviation	Data	and	Analysis	section	at	ada@icao.int

Monthly	Monitor	–	September	2024
Data	source:	ICAO	and	ADS-B	Flightaware

821B

40B
18B

535B

August	2024

International

Domestic

August	2024

International

Domestic

2019

2023

2024

August	2024

International

August	2024

International

Domestic

August	2024

International

August	2024

International

August	2024

International

Domestic

844B

719B

657B

63..
41B

42B 21B

21B

2019

2023

2024

(*)	Used	acronyms:
		-	ASK:	Available	Seat	Kilometres
		-	RPK:	Revenue	Passenger	Kilometres
		-	AFTK:	Available	Freighter	Tonne	Kilometres

		-	FTK:	Freighter	Tonne	Kilometres
		-	INT:	International
		-	FIR:	Flight	Information	Region
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